
Background Information for Petition Volunteers

13 years ago, the NH Department of Environmental Services issued a letter of deficiency to 
Exeter concerning the Great Dam because it did not meet the state’s criteria for a 50-yer flood. 
After 9 years of study by the Town, the state and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, issued the final report addressing the deficiencies, flooding and environmental 
impacts of the Great Dam this October. 

In addition to the state’s dam criteria, the 96-year old dam, which has been modified 4 times 
over the past few decades, has other problems:
 

 As altered, it has increased flooding of many of your neighbors and has increased flood 
insurance and everyone's property taxes.

 Has destroyed the natural environment of the river and adjacent lands negatively 
effecting both land and aquatic wildlife.

 Limits natural fish passage. Those fish that do succeed in overcoming the obstacle find 
a "dead" river lethal to them due to its impoundment and stagnation. The Exeter River is 
now officially listed as an "Impaired River" that requires water quality improvement.   

Four options were studied. Keep the dam (Stabilize in place), Dam Removal and River 
Restoration, Dam Modification (Replacement with Metal Dam) and Partial Removal (leaving one 
foot of dam).  

Of these, only one option solved all of the existing problems with no future liability to the 
taxpayers, Dam Removal and River Restoration. Furthermore, this option is eligible for up to 
100% grant funding meaning the Exeter Taxpayers will have little, if any cost, appear on their 
property tax bills. 

This solution was presented to the Board of Selectmen as the highest rated option based upon 
cost and upon solving all identified problems. Further, a Federal representative of NOAA stated 
that a one-time grant funding opportunity exists for 2014 to gain a 75% Federal Grant for this 
project. To qualify for this grant the Town must have a warrant article on the Town Ballot this 
March to be approved by the voters.

At this time, the Selectmen are divided and have stated they won't make any decision whether 
to put this issue to the voters until January 6th. We, the Exeter taxpayers, should have the right 
to decide our future. We should not lose the opportunity to obtain an additional $450,000 in 
grant money and possible have a no cost option for the taxpayers.

Since the Board of Selectmen are refusing to give us even a pledge to make a decision one way 
or the other, we the citizens must take action.



This Petition does not commit anyone to vote one way or the other. It simply will put the issue 
on the ballot. There will be at least two voter information/education meetings prior to the 
March 2014 vote so everyone in town will be able to make an educated decision. If you agree, 
please sign the petition and ask your neighbors and friends to sign it. If you’d like more 
information or have completed petitions, contact Brian at grisetandsons@comcast.net. 



Quick Facts 
Dam Removal and River Restoration Petition 

 13 Years ago, the State found that Exeter’s Great Dam does not meet their 
standards.  Exeter has been studying this issue for a decade.

 The Dam Removal and River Restoration Alternative was listed as the best 
alternative to solve all river issues in the Final River Study Report.

 The Board of Selectmen have not been able to make a decision nor have 
they guaranteed they will make one before the January 31st deadline.

 The organizers of this petition cross party lines and just want the citizens to 
have the right to chose.

 This alternative qualifies for a special 75% grant from the Federal 
Government, along with other grants.

 We don't want to lose the possibility of getting 75% Federal Grant funding, 
which requires we have an article on the 2014 March Warrant. 

 By signing, you are asking that the issue be put on the ballot for the voters 
to decide.

 Prior to the voting there will be two voter educational meetings at the Town 
Hall so everyone can make an informed vote.


